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1. In Octobor and Novamber 1947, 2 number of ferman armozed Torme Lroops
wore captured by Tolish and Betonisn partisens L the territory be-
tween Brest=Litovsik and ilinsk. Thesge soldiers siated that they ere
menbers of a “Froe Gorman Forca® «hich wac staticned in Minsk and wme
aasistins loeal Soviot Army wnits in combatting pueryilias. 7The Gor
man force consisted not only of ehrmacht veterans oriminally in Rus~
slan captivity, bud also of ren who had returmsd fron P camps in. the
United States an? had been promptly seized and carrvied into Rucsiz
unon thedr return to thoir homes in easter: Gerrony. The Germens,
nnat of vhon wers profesaional soldisrs, had been wecruilted on
voluntasy basis, Serw claimed, howsver, that compulsion ranging -
from hish-powored rropanandn Go opon threats bad boen nged in the :
wanraitine deive. The Germans wsre told that they would never be
stationsd in Gernany. Food and equipnent were of # hidh oxdsr, and
diseipline was exceptionally striet. '

2, The largest individusl"Free CGerman® unit is sald to be the bripude,
with a conplement of 7,000 men. The Gormmn priscners were ismorsns
of the tolal strenpth of the German foress in Bnscia, Wut believed
it came to between 100,000 and 150,000 men, Three arroved brigades,
bearins the names "Hemburg", “Linohurg”, aud "Stutipgart”, had been
formed, The "Hamburg” brigade wmo equipped with Ruasian T4l Banks, s
vhils the other tuo posmessod T-343s. It waas rurored that a Ffourin
ammoved brigade, the "idinchen", had besn orpanized and consisted of
formor nembers of the Sixth S5 Panger Army. Toio wnit was said to

-

be statloned in the Caucasus reglon,

3a A Cerran Tirat lieutenant who had beon captured by pariisans neap
Vilna claimed thal those Fl's ~ho refuased Ho enlist in the "Froe -
Gerran Forces™ wore sentensed to perform the hardest sorb of laber
and weors assimed to the lowest ration eatenory. Enlistments is
the "Fyee Cerram Forces" were for three--ywar pericds. Reeruits
vere told that they would be free to moturn to thoir hores in
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Germany upon the termination of their peridcis of service, tut fow
actually belisve that this will be the case.

The abovo-mentioned Sorman officer also told of a recruibing cam
paim waich the Ruccians are conductinz among Geran FPlfa from the
Sudetenland, Bast Prussia, the Polish-administersé wregions of fer-
many, and the Gorman eoloniss slsevhers in castern Burops. Thess
ren, who ean no longer return to their old hormes, are being offered
a gnow homeland in Siboria., Thoy are suncouramed to marry those
murses and other female auxiliaries of the lehrmacht +ho are still .
in Rugssian capbivity and German women vho vere seized when

Poland and the Baltic states vere overrun in 1944, Georman officers
and intellectuals are also occasionally permitited to mavey selacied
Rudsian women before being sonb to the new colony in Sibsris.
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